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MAN VERSUS GOD. 


BY ELDER d. c. FERGUSON, 


Men who meddle with things which 
they do not comprehend are likely to have 
more on their ds than they know 
what to do with. I have heard, for 
instance, of a man who had undertaken 
to repair a clock, boasting that “he had 

t it all to rights, had a whole 
Pushel of works left over, which he could 
tee no earthly use for.” The subsequent 
non-movements of the clock, however, 
ond Sone that he had not 
to rights. 


baut to the man who “comprehendeth it 
not” it is all miracle and mystery. __ 

What a contrast between a 
Peter and a Simon Magns!—the one an 


his 
as such, the other no ya 
calling his own; the one 


in his uct and deportment 
sacrifice of 


; | baptism of 
has 


it, not that he might use it for he 
salvation of his fellow-men, but simply 
that he might fill his pockets and win the 
adulation of the gaping multitude. ~~ 
Simon Magus, — was by #0 
means the only one who sought to lay hold 
of the things of God with the spirit of a 
worldling ; for many such | 
in unawares”—*“ ungodly men,” 


water for the remission 
: the i 


of 
disappeared 


— 
— 

| 
lasciviousness, and “even denying the 
Lord that bought them.” (See Sate, | 
We might take this as an illustration {and 2nd Epistle of Peter.) of 
ef the profound judgment of “Christian” | “ contending for the faith once delivered 
theologians who have professedly put the | to the Saints,” these men contended 
Gospel all to righta by throwing all its | against it; and we have only to examine 
most important parts away. The plan of | the Christian world in our own day to ste 
salvation, to the man who comprehends it, | the results of their contentions. The 
is plain and simple, beantiful and God-like 
the Holy shor pe 2 
Apostles and hm oe there are none; 
and the gifts of the Spirit are nowhere 
to be found among the se. | 
while the — — 
nineteenth century of 
light, 
MAIDILING a multitude of 
all the m nances, officers, gifts, blessings 
a chosen servant of God, the other mani- | he can find no earthly use for, and 
feating all the contemptible selfishness he bas therefore cast away as being TM 
and narrow. minded ignorance of a mere a ee 
money-grubber, like Simon Magus, who, e can also trace the results of 
‘when he saw the Apostle’s power, coveted | tampering with eternal things — 


4 
25 117 
nll 
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HE 


THR 
humanity its vair 
attempts to shut God ont fror 
ment of the world’s affairs, 
should cure us for ever of 
craft, or that kind of phile 
— find — a t 
wreck sufferings a 
than learn it in a few. min 
men are ott 
in 
: sit matter how exalted an action may ( 
certainly is, it is nor whether it. be performed 2 
‘matter. To affirm m it is 
ne of facts of 
or sacred, The 
creation and re- 
throughout, else 
reality, nor the 
the works of the 
realities in com- 
and truth solid 
hing of earth are 
th the unreal. 
ming of man 
and evanescent. 
vili her in creation or 
los al or the physical, 
: most 
is real and 
That 
being 
1 r, kind, or 
more real — 
practical ir of different 
than the to those to w 
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HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITH: 
(Continued from page 316.) 


[Jane, 1843.) 


At five, p.m., I went to the Grove and 
delivered an address to the public, of 
which the following is a brief as 

by Dr. Willard i and 
Wilford Woodruff :— 


“The congregation is large. I shall re- 
I discovered what the 
people were on my arrival 
I have come here to say, 
do?’ to all parties; and I 
say to all, ‘How do you 
with a heart fall of grati- 
Almighty God, and I you 
same. I am well—I am hearty. 
know how to express feelings. 
as strong asa giant. I pulled sticks 
with the men coming along, and I pulled 
up with one hand the strongest man that 
could be found. Then two men tried, but 
they could not pull me up, and I continued 


do you 


8 


has been great excitement in the 
since Joseph H. Reynolds and Har- 
Wilson took me; but I have been 
dispassionate through the whole. 
God, I am now a prisoner in the 
Court of Nauvoo, 


of m 


4 
7 


afflictions, 

of the wri Corpus, so that the 
minds of be corrected. It has been 
asserted by and wise men, lawyers, 
and others, powers and 
legal tribunals are not to be sanctioned by 


the authorities of the State; and accordingly 


22 
FE 


tes 


17 


3 


warmest hearted people. In every 
trouble, friends, even among strangers, have 
been raised up unto me 
_ The time has come when the vail is 
off from the State of Illinois, and its 

the State of 


111 

8 


Ss the power there was in Illinois she gave to 
Nauvoo; and any man that says to the con- 
trary is a fool. . 
The Municipal Court has all the power 
to issue and determine writs of Habeas 
the Legislature can confer. This 
all the power that the 
and wat given by te une 
Legislature. 
I want you to hear and | 
this day, what is 
peace of this cit 
enemies are 
deprive us of our 
privileges as they 
authorities that 
sustain us in our 
protection which the laws and Constitution 
of the United States and of this State 
guarantee unto us, then we will claim them 
from a higher power—from heaven,—yea, 
from God Almighty. 
to pull, mentally, until I pulled Missouri to 
has come when forbearance iz 
r I are 
t liberty 
But be 
t with 
EE the hands of Missourians. all, do it 
li is vot so much my object to tell My | effectually—make a sweepstakes for once! 
innocent meu from their families and friends, 
and have them put to death by ungodly 
men for their religion ! 
‘Relative to our city charter, courts, right 
of Habeas Corpus, &c., I wish you to know | power of God and generalship ; 
and publish that we have all power; and if | brought these men to Nauvoo, 
any man from this time forth says anything | mitted them to her from whom I 
to the contrary, cast it into his teeth. not as prisoners in chains, but as 
‘There is a secret in this. If there is not | of kindness. sche ng — 
Weve I have had the privilege of rew 
not power in the State of Illinois, nor in good for evil. They took me unlawfully, 
the Congress or Constitution of the United | treated me rigorously, strove to deprive me 
States; for the United States gave unto | of my rights, and would have run with me 
Mes her constitution or charter, and | into Missouri to have been murdered, if 
Hlincis gave unto Nauvoo her charters, |.Providence had not interposed. But sow 
‘ceding unto us our vested rights, which she | they are in my hands; and I have taken 
has no right or power to take from us. All them into my house, set them at the head ef ae 


wai 


— 
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t bear it any longer. 
[One universal ‘NO!’ ran 
h all the vast assembly, like a loud 
thunder. | 

the lawyer who says we have no 
in Nauvoo may be choked to death 
his own words. Don’t employ lawyers, 
er pay them money for their knowledge, for 
have learnt that they don’t know anything. 
‘know more than they all. 

Go ye into all the world and preach the 
Gospel. He that believeth in our chartered 
rights may come here and be saved; and he 
that does not shall remain in ignorance. If 


any lawyer shall say there is more power in 
— — — — 


any 
throug 
of 


with respect to 
Habeas Corpus than in Nauvoo, believe it 
I have converted this candidate for 
Congress [pointing to Cyrus Walker, Esq.,] 
that the right of Habeas Corpus is included 
im our charter. If he continues converted, 


and here is that 


tribunal, just as it should 


28 


joying. 
| I have learnt that we have no need to 


suffer as we have heretofore: we can call 
others to our aid. I know the Almighty 
will bless all good men: he will bless you; 
and the time has come when there will be 
such a flocking to the standard of liberty 
as never has been or shall be hereafter. 
What an era has commenced! Our enemies. 
have prophesied that we wonld establish 
by the sword, Is ittrue? No. 
ouri will not stay her cruel hand 
in her unhallowed persecutions against us, 


that opens the heavens to restrain you 
longer from this time forth. I will lead 
the battle; and if you are not afraid 
and feel disposed to spill your blood 
your own defence, you will not offend 
me. Be not the aggressor: bear until they 
strike you on the one cheek; then offer the 
other, andkthey will be sure to strike that; 
then defend yourselves, and God will bear 
off, and 
before his tribunal. | 

If any citizens of Illinois say we shall not 
have our rights, treat them as strangers 
and not friends, and let them go to hell and 
be damned! Some say they will mob us. 
Let them mob and be damned! If we have 
to give up our chartered rights, privileges, 
and freedom, which our fathers foug 
bled, and died for, and which the Constitu- 
tion of the United States and of this State 


State dangerous? No. Neither 
charters granted unto Nanvoo'by the Legis- 


are raising the hue-and-cry that the powers 
in the charters granted unto the city of 
Nauvoo are dangerous; and although 
General Aséemb 


have conferred 
whine 


is 
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‘I should be discharged, 
are illegal and good 
e ‘without form and 
before I will bear this unhallowed 
any longer—before I will be 
2 among my enemies for 
trial, the last drop of bleod in my 
weine, and twill see all my enemies m HELL! | I restrain you not any longer. I say in 
To bear it any longer would be a sin, and I | the name of Jesus Christ, by the authority 
Iwill vote for him. guarantee unto us, we will do it only at the 
I have been with these lawyers, and they | point of the sword and bayonet. 
have treated me well; but I am here in| Many lawyers contend for those things 
Bauvoo, and the Missourians too. I got which are against the rights of men, and 
here by u lawful writ of Habeas Corpus | J ean only excuse them because of their 
issued by the Master of Chancery of Lee | ignorance. Go forth and advocate the laws 
County, and made returnable to the nearest | and rights of the people, ye lawyers. If 
tribunal in the fifth judicial district havibg | not, don’t get into my hands, or under the 
Juriadietion to try and determine such writs; | lash of my tongue. 
2 Pn | Lawyers say the powers of the Nauvoo 
be. : Charter are dangerous; but I ask, Is the 
However indignant you may feel about | Constitution ef the United States or of this 
the high hand of oppression which has been 
vTaised against me by these men, use not the 
ef violence against them, for they | lature of Lllinois dangerous, and those who 
be prevailed upon to come here | say they are arefools. We have not enjoyed 
pledged my honour and my life that | unmolested those rights which the Con- 
of their heads should not be hurt. stitution of the United States of America 
ou all support my pledge, and thus | and our charters grant. 
— — [One univertal Yzs!’| Missouri and all wicked men raise the 
from the assembled thousands.|] This | hue-and-cry against us, and are not satisfied. 
proof of your attachment to me. | Some political aspirants of this State also 
how ready you aré to do right. You 
great things, and manifested 
towards me in flying to my assist- 
this occasion. I bless you, in the 1 
the Lord, with all the blessings of ; 
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Repeal them—take than away.” Like the 
6 off his jack-knife, and then 
2 * Daddy, daddy, I have sold my jack- 


knife and got sick of my bargain, and I want 
t it back again.’ 


to 
Hut how are they going to help them- 


selves? Raise mobs? And what can mobo- 
erats do in the midst of Kirkpatrickites ? 


o better than a hunter in the claws ofa 
. If mobs come upon you any more 
here, dung your gardens with them. We 
't want any excitement; but after we 
ve done all, we will rise up, Washington- 
like, and break off the hellish yoke that 
oppresses us, and we will not be mobbed. 
day before I was taken at Inlet 
Grove, I rode with my wife through Dixon 
to visit my friends, and I said to her, 
„Here is a good people.’ I felt this by the 
Spirit of God. ‘The next day I was a 
ner in their midst, in the hands of 
yyholds, of Missouri, and Wilson, of Car- 
e. As the latter drove up, he exclaimed, 
Ha, ha, ha! 7 God, we have got the 
. now!’ He gloried much in it, but 
is now our prisoner. When they came 
take me, they held two cocked pistols to 
ny head, and saluted me with—‘ God damn 
you, TII shoot you! [I'll shoot you, God 
baal you, —repeating these threats nearly 
fifty times, from first to last. I asked them 
what they wanted to shoot me for. They 
said they would do it, if I made any resist- 


mr Oh, very well,’ I replied; ‘I have no 
resistance to make.’ They then dragged 
me away, and I asked them by what autho- 
rity they did these things. ey said, ‘ By 
a writ from the Governors of Missouri and 
Illinois.’ I then told them I wanted a writ 
of us. Their reply was, ‘God 
damn you, you shan’t have it.“ I told a man 
to go to Dixon, and get me a writ of Habeas 
Corpus. Wilson then repeated, ‘God damn 
you, you shan’t have it: Ill shoot you.’ 
‘When we arrived at Dixon, I sent for a 
lawyer, who came; and Reynolds shut the 
door in his face, and would not let me speak 
to him, repeating, God damn you, Ill shoot 
you.’ I turned to him, opened my bosom, 
and told him to ‘shoot away. I have en- 
dured so much — and oppression 
that I am sick of life. Why, then, don't you 
shoot and have done with it, instead of 
Walking so much about it“ 
‘ This somewhat checked his insolence. I 
then told him that I would have counsel to 
eonsult, and eventually I obtained my wish. 
‘The lawyers came to me, and I got a writ 
of Habeas Corpus for myself, and also a 
writ against Reynolds and Wilson for un- 
lawful and cruel treatment 
‘towards me. Thanks to the citizens 
of Dixon, who nobly took their stand against 


such unwarrantable and unlawfal oppress 
sion, my persecutors could not get out of 
the town that night, although, when they 
first arrived, they swore I shonld net 
remain in Dixon five minutes, and I found 
they had ordered horses accordingly to pre- 
ceed to Rock Island. I pledged my honour 
to my counsel that the Nauvoo City Charter 
conferred jurisdiction to investigate the 
subject; so we came to Nauvoo, where I 
am now a prisoner in the cus af a 
higher tribunal than the Circuit Court. 

The charter says that the City Couneil 
shall have power and authority to make, 
ordain, establish, and execute such ordie 
nances not repugnant to the Constitution 
of the United States, or of this State, as 
they may deem necessary, for the 
benefit, and safety of the inhabitants of said 
city.’ And also that ‘the Municipal Court 
shall have power to grant writs of Habeas 
Corpus in all cases arising under the ord- 
nances of the City Council.’ 

The City Council have an ord- 
nance ‘that no citizen of this city shall be 
taken out of this city by any writ, without 
the privilege of a writ of Habeas Corpus“ 
There is nothing but what we have power 
over, except where restricted by the Com 
stitution of the United States. ‘But,’ says 
the mob, What dangerous powers!’ Yes, 
dangerous, because they will protect the 
innocent and put down mobocrats. The 
Constitution of the United States declares 
that the privilege of the writ of Habeas 
Corpus shall not be denied. Deny me the 
writ of Habeas Corpus, and I will 


with gun, sword, cannon, whirlwind, and 


thunder, until they are used up like the 
Kilkenny cats. We have more power than 
most c confer, because we have 
power to go behind the writ and try the 
merits of the case. 

If these powers are dangerous, then the 
Constitution of the United States and of 
this State are dangerous; but they are not 
dangerous to good men: they are only so to 
bad men who are breakers of the laws. So 
with the laws of the country, and so with the 
ordinances of Nauvoo: they sre dangerous 
to mobs, but not to good men who wish te 
keep the laws. 

We do not go out of Nauvoo to disturb 
anybody, or any city, town, or place. Why, 
then, need they be troubled about us? Let 
them not meddle with our affairs, but let 
us alone. After we have been deprived 
of our rights and privileges of citizenship, 
driven from town to town, place to place, 
and State to State, with the sacrifice of our 
homes and lands, our blood has been shed, 
many having been murdered, and all this 
because of our becanse we worship 


| Almighty God according to the dictates of 


| 


eur consciences, shall we longer bear these 
eruelties which have been heaped upon us 
for the last ten years in the face of heaven, 
and in open violation of the Constitution 
and laws of these United States and of this 
State? God forbid it! Iwill not bear it. 
If they take away my rights, I will fight for 
them manfully and righteously until I am 
- We have done nothing against 
the rights of others. 

You speak of lawyers. I am a lawyer, 
too; but the Almighty God has taught me the 
principle of law; and the true meaning and 
intent of the writ of Habeas Corpus is to 
defend the innocent and investigate the 
subject. Go behind the writ, and if the 
form of one that is issued against an iuno- 
cent man is right, he should not be dragged 
to another State, and there be put to death, 
or be in jeopardy of life and limb, because 
of prejudice, waen he is innocent. The 
benefits of the Constitution and laws are 
alike for all; and the great Eloheim has 
given me the privilege of having the benefits 
of the Constitution and the writ of Habeas 
Corpus; and I am bold to ask for this 
privilege this day ; and I ask, in the name of 
Jesus Christ and all that is sacred, that I 
may have your lives and all your energies to 
Harry out the freedom which is chartered to 
as. Will you all help me? If so, make it 
manifest by raising the right hand. [There 
was & unanimous response, a perfect sea of 
hands being elevated.] Here is truly a 
committee of the whole. 

When at Dixon, a lawyer came to me as 
counsel, Reynolds and Wilson said I should 
not speak to any man,and they would shoot 
any man who should dare to speak to me. 
An old, grey-headed man came up and said 
I should have counsel, and he was not afraid 
of their pistols. 

The people of Dixon were ready to take 
me from my persecutors, and I could have 
Killed them, notwithstanding their pistols; 
dnt I had no disposition to kill any man, 
though my worst enemy,—not even Boggs. 
In fact, he would have more hell to live in 
the reflection of his past crimes than to die. 
After this, I had lawyers enough, and I 


obtained a writ for Joseph H. Reynolds and 


Harmon T. Wilson, for damage, assault, 
and — as well as the writ of Habeas 


We. started for Ottoway, and arrived at 
Pawpaw Grove, 32 miles, where we stopped 
for the night. Esquire Walker sent Mr. 
Campbell, Sheriff of Lee County, to my 
Assistance, and he came and slept by me. In 
the morning, certain men wished to see me, 
but I was not allowed to see them. The 
pews of my arrival had hastily cireulated 
about the neighbourhood, and very early in 
‘the morning the largest room in the hotel 
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was filled with citizens, who were anxious 
to hear me preach, and requested me to 
address them. 

Sheriff Reynolds entered the room and 
said, pointing to me, ‘I wish you to under- 
stand this man is my pi soner, and I want 
you should disperse. You must not gather 
round here in this way.’ Upon which, an sent 
geutieman, who was lame and carried a 
hickory walking-stick, advanced Ade.» 
Reynolds, bringing his hickory upon the 
floor, and said, You damned infernal puke, 
we'll learn you to come here and interrupt 
gentlemen! Sit down there, (pointing to a 
very low chair,) and sit still. Don’t open 
your head till General Smith gets through 
talking. If you never learned manners in 
Missouri, we'll teach you that gentlemen are 
not to be imposed upon by a nigger-driver. 
You can not kidnap men here, if you do 
in Missouri; and if you attempt it here, 
there’s a committee in this grove that will 
sit on your case. And, sir, it is the highest 
tribunal in the United State, as from ite 
decision there is no 

Reynolds, no doybt, aware that the person 
addressing him was at the head of a com- 
mittee who had prevented the settlers on 
the public domain from being imposed upon 
by land speculators, sat down in silence, 
while I addressed the assembly for an hour 
and a half on the subject of marriage, my 
visitors having requested me to give then 
my views of the law of God respecting 
marriage. 

My freedom commenced from that hour, 
We came direct from Pawpaw Grove to 
Nauvoo, having got our writ directed to the 
nearest court having authority to try the 
2 which was the "Municipal Court of this 

ty. 

It did my soul good to see your feelings 
and love manifested towards me. I thank 
God that I have the honour to lead so 
virtuous and honest a people—to be your 
leader and lawyer, as was Moses to the 
children of Israel. Hosannah! Hosannah ! ! 
Hosannau!!! to Almighty God, who has 
delivered us thus from out of the seven 
troubles. I cemmend you to his grace; and 
may the blessings of heaven rest upon you, 
in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. : 

President Smith then introduced Mr. 
Cyrus Walker to the assembled multitude, 
and remarked to him, ‘ These are the greatest 
dupes, as a body of people, that ever lived, 
or I am not so big a rogue as I am repor 
to be. I told Mr. Warren I would not dis- 
cuss the subject of religion with you. 
understand the Gospel, and you do not. 
You understand the quackery of law, and I 
do not.’ Mr. Walker then addressed the 
people to the effect that, from what he had 
seen in the Nauvoo City Charter, it gave 


1 
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the power to try writs of Habeas Corpus, | our own bushes, we want to catch our own 
&c. After which, President Smith continued | fruit. The lawyers themselves acknowledge 
as follows :— that we have all power granted us in our char- 
‘If the Legislature have granted Nauvoo | ters that we could ask for—that we had more 
the right of determining cases of Habeas | power than any other court in the State ; 
Corpus, it is no more than they ought to have | for all other courts were restricted, while 
done, or more than our fathers fought for. | ours was not; and I thank God Almighty 
Furthermore, if Missouri continues her war- for it. I will not be rode down to hell by 
fare, and to issue her writs against me and | the Missourians any longer; and it is my 
this people unlawfally and unjustly, as she | privilege to speak in my owu defence; and L 
has done, and to take away and trample appeal to your integity and honour that you 
upon our rights, I swear, in the name of | will stand by and help me, according to the 
Almighty God, and ma uplifted hands to | covenant you have this day made.’ 
Heaven, I will spill my heart's blood in our , g 
defence. They shall not take away our While I was speaking, Reynolds and 
rights; and if they don’t stop leading me by Wilson started for Carthage, in company 
the nose, I will lead them by the nose; and with Lawyer Davis, of Carthage, threaten- 
if they don’t let me alone, I will turn up the | ing to raise the militia and come again and 
world—I will make war. When we shake take me out of Nauvoo. 


(To be continued.) 
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Hrers To Conrrisutors.—In a former Number of the Star, we called the attention 
of our friends to a few things connected with their contributions and articles which 
we deemed it important that they should understand, so that their efforts might be 
productive of more good. We now desire to submit the following hints for their 
consideration. We much prefer that the Elders would write upon theological and 
doctrinal subjects, such being, perhaps, calculated to prove more immediately beneficial 
to the majority of our readers. But we by no means undervalue scientific, educational, 
historical, or general practical articles, and shall always feel pleased to assign a promi- 
nent position to well-written articles on any of the above subjects. And we say to 
the Elders and others, Write on any of these subjects as you are inspired with ideas. 
But, as variety is always preferable, we do not wish to have every one writing 
on the same me Pray And as all are not gifted alike, we look for a variety of articles 
and a variety of subjects. We have a particular objection to our contributors all 
following n the same wake. When an article er editorial appears upon any par- 
ticular subject, it is not profitable for all contributors to turn their attention to 
the same subject. If one writes upon the subject of emigration, for instance, 
it rather weakens than strengthens the interest in that subject to have all tryi 
their hands * that also. The same may be said of any other subject. Writers 
must use much the same arguments, pursue much the same course of reasoning, and 
come to much the same conclusions when writing upon the same subjects, when they 
are influenced by the same desires and advocate the same Side of the question. The 
subject must of necessity lose much of its interest, become hacknied, stale, and flat, 
—— yr ny and the good that might otherwise arise will be destroyed 
by overdoing the thing. | 

Our friends and contributors should be careful to avoid in their articles all special 
couneellin — and all — — We 
reject su together or to * tenour em before 

are proper for insertion in the Star. It is the privilege and duty of the Elders 
40 counsel and instruct the Saints under their particular charge, and to see that all 
the instructions, given them by their Presidents or in the editorials of the Star are 
— eatsio’ out; but in their articles they should avoid those subjects, as alse 
a dictatorial style of expression. 
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in: Articles should not be loaded or burdened with quotations; and great care- 

should be taken, when quotations are made, that they have a direct and pointed 

yearing and influence upon the subject, and particularly should this be the case in 

to quotations in support of theological and doctrinal subjects, amd when taken 

from the Bible, Book of Mormon, or Doctrine and Covenants. It is also very im- 

A 
put 


atin oa rather to weaken the argument than otherwise. 
the context before making the quotation, and be sure that it will really bear the 
construction you desire to upon it, and will really give force to your ent. 
— cheuld alee bo talon to give eorvest tations and references. the 
chapter and verse, or page, section, and be correctly stated. We have to 
check all such quotations, in order to avoid being mis-led ourselves and to prevent 
our readers also from being mis-led. And if we do not find them where we are 
directed to look for them by the reference, we are at a loss. We may believe that 
— — ss is somewhere in the book mentioned and may be found, 
with sufficient trouble; but we can afford neither time nor labour to hunt it up, and 
are therefore compelled to strike out the particular reference and let it as 
general end quatation, which fe be found, and with which the 
reader is suppesed to be familiar, or else to strike it out altogether. We 


misquotation or misapplication, we feel that we have been taken in by the writer, 
and that our readers have also been taken in. 


of-fact or istical statement, should any error exist in such statements. It is 


reader; but this cannot be accomplished by careless, loose, or incorrect quotations 
and references. We hope the Elders will take these hints kindly and profit by them, 
and renew their diligence in contributing to the interest and usefulness of the Star 


listeners, and seem to be hon — — ter truth. All are 


that “our meetings are well attended by strangers, who pay 
seem anxious to investigate our doctrines, and who seem to be honestly seeking after 


truth; but we are as yet baptising but few.” We think we pretty well understand 
ae Oe point it out, that it may be removed. That there 
5 hearted 


prefer the latter course; for if we fail to detect what really proves to be either a 

Great attention should also be paid to the correct and truthful statement of facts 
and statistics when dealing in such matters, for we cannot be supposed to be 
with or to have it in our — — 
unjust to us and to our ers to essly allow errors o t to creep into 
the Star. A strict adherence to truth, facts, and dates should also be observed in 
all references to historical matters. The - should be to instruct and benefit the 
Srreiv or THE Trues— Everywhere throughout the Mission there seems to be 
an increasing desire manifested by those who are not in the Church to investigate 
ne ae into the doctrines we profess, and to become acquainted 
with our faith. The spirit of opposition and persecution which prevailed to such an 
alarming extent some eighteen months ago seems to have died away and been 
succeeded by a — of enquiry and investigation. Instead of noise, disturbance, 
and ridicule; we — ended, rs and serious attention in our meetings. 
The letters which we receive from the Elders represent our meetings as being well 
Saints, but who are and attentive 
ever, are yet offering themselves for baptism. Now, there is evidentlsomething in 
the way—something wrong in this matter, or the Elders would not be under the 
— 
men and women in this land to learn the truth, we fully believe; that there are 
many whose souls religion — 
of Christ, we are well assured 
that many such are and have been for some time attending our public meetings 
throughout the country, is also true; and that but few, com vely —4 
are coming into the Church and yielding obedience 
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But the most deplorable truth of all is that in many instances the cause lics with 
the Saints themselves more than with our friends who are seeking after truth, The Elders 


We hope — and 
sent. e 
Again: 


; and although are atten 


way of their conversion. 
tendency to stir the Saints up to 
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exclusively to the Saints and that should be confined to the meetings 

i j the Church, when there are no strangers pro- 
ders will set themselves at once to remedy this. | 
The Saints have been ridiculed, disturbed, persecuted, and mobbed so much 
that they have come to think that there are no really honest seekers after 


our meetings, the Saints have little or. 


trath many ding 

ne faith that they will ever embrace the Gospel, and consequently do not exert them- 
to convince them of the truth of the work, and do not seek opportunities to con- 

with them and endeavour to remove the doubts and difficulties that stand in the 

— en these few hints will be received and have a. 


THE GREAT APOSTACY. 
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1 

132 


were designed te continue to the end of 

the church here below, without — 

need by immersion, as admitted by 

3; therefore, when that ordinance 

‘was changed, there was an im t 

t to 

That the authority, = the 

power to up the kingdom of God 

prov 

that Christ, by personal interposition, 

walled, Paul to comyersion, who after- 
‘wards held that holy power, while 


ty | treachery of Judas, had been completed 


in the : of Matthias. But — 
reason why it was not perpetus 
consideration. 
e appointment of postles called 
them to travel from to place to 
ut facilities for 


build up churches. 
travelling were scanty, and j were 
y tedious; so that a few years 
found them spread over different countries 
pro ing with noble zeal their sacred’ 
ith, and but few opportunities of cor- 


responding with other presented 


ing | themselves. Thus situated, the spirit of 


persecution broke loose with terrible 
violence, and the professors of Christi- 
anity fell under it like the ripe shocks. 
before the sickle of the reaper. The 
Twelve scattered—some in Phrygia, and 
others in Cappadocia and Asia Minor. 
Some in the east and others in the 
west were noblest victims. 
offered to the Moloch of Superstition. 
Under Nero, the tyrant of Rome, about 
A.D. 64, Peter and Paul are said to have 
suffered, while “James the Just” was 


cast from a pi of the Temple at 
Jerusalem —— infuriated mob. Others 
were martyred in various and 


those of the Priesthood who resided where 
they died had no authority to ordain suc- 
cessors, while their 


— 


* — 
— 

* — 
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| 
do not exert themselves sufficiently to conduct our public meetings wisely — — 
them instructive and interesting by presenting in their discourses the truths of the Gospel 
in such a manner as to rivet conviction on the minds of their heaners. In many in- 
stances, they are too much in the habit of talking about business matters and other 
puri 
and his Apostles was not the wor | 
time, but slowly, ually, 
to 
Mesheim, the ecclesiastical 
| 
| 
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met in another and a bri sphere. 
— — the 


wing, though suffering churches, till | argumen 
Fanished by Domitian — Patmos, in a 


persecution commenced about A. D. 94. 

Here the vail of the future was lifted 
before his and he beheld the consum- 
mation of thet power which was working 
so potently against the truth and pro- 
ducing such fell consequences to the 
suffering Saints. Thus with the churches 
scat and few in number, the horrors 
of tion let loose upon the Saints, 
and the Apostles widely - » each 
often ignorant of the fate of the rest, they 
were gradually killed from off the earth; 
and none being. for the foregoing reasons, 
appointed to fill their places, the apostolic 
authority ceased to exist. And if it 
required all the authority and power of 
the Apostles themselves to prevent schism 
and heresy from spreading to any extent 
while they were living, bow much less 


difficulty would schismatics and apostates | tainted 


have in sp 
when that au 
them in person. 

“Hitherto no marked change had taken 
— either in the ordinances or principles; 

ut now n 
that the chronicler can notice. The first 
important defection from the original ws 
in preparing for baptism. This ordinance 
had been administered to all who pro- 
fessed their faith in Ohrist and desired to 
obtain salvation through him; but early 


in the second century they, bearing the 
name of “catechumens,” were required 


their nefarious dogmas 
thority ceased to oppose 


to through a probati 5 course 
of — — 
could be admit into the Chure 


through that — ret though 
ious seemin t, never- 

th — at the root of the principle 
of repentance, giving it another form to 
that given by the Saviour, and calling on 
men to do of themselves what he has in- 
structed his disciples the Holy Spirit 
would assist them todo. By degrees the 
faith of the people in the gifts and bles. 
sings began to decrease; so that, after 
the first century, but little mention is 
made of the administering to the sick, as 
aommanded by the Apostles, in 
their days and immediately uent to 
‘As the Church increased in numbers, 
the influence of the Priesthood propor- 
tionately increased, and many aspiring 


THE GREAT APOSTACY. 


of 
oratorical 


minds, filled with a 
to emulate the 
tative and 


‘strove 


among the Saints from the 


ments now — to infect 
been ais 
tin by a unity 

and faith as well as of name; but 
divided amongst themselves, they offered. 
a fair mark for conquest to the powers of 
darkness. The Divine Master said, 
“If ye are not one, ye are not of me;” 
and they, by losing sight of this injunction, 
opened wi 2 the flood tes of error till the 
stream poured in unchecked and 
vitiated the soil in which truth had 


indulged in wild speculations 

rageous concerning many-of the 
principles of life, and while striving to min- 
gle chimerical philosophy with | 


115 


phers in 
of the of rerdation, by the 
: decease of those who held the keys of that 
| blessing, and by their own departure from 
primiti spirit of criticizing and 
made itself manifest, that power of 
evil which had been working disunion 
| earliest mo- 
| 
| 
Deer anted. be consequence o nis 
i ius 
| 
principles, many 
| great and serious errors, drawing many 
and their superior ts, an 
| societies for themselves, while they in- 
fluenoed more or less the whole of the 
| That such was the case is 
agoras, Pantenus, and Cl 
andria having embraced the 
Plato, and endeavouring to 
the doctrines of Ohristianity, 
A 
: Origen, who ranks among 
of the “ fathers,” 
was crucified in this world for Ta 
for — 
was taking p e authority 
increasing, and 
tured to meet the growing demand. 
| 
„ Ww was conside - 
mented by numbers of — spirits 
from amongst the various sects of heathen 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


abnegation and laborious zeal demanded 
of the followers of Christ. To win such 
individuals into the-ranks of the church, 
concessions were made to their speculative 
theories by those who t to have 


* Ascetics” taught that it 
toenjoy wine, flesh, 
&c., though 
They retired 
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Alexandria, and Constantinople stood in 
— first rank; — > Rome was the seat 
government for empire, its bishops 
struggled hard for supremacy, until Con- 
stantine the Great was elevated to the 
—— — 
century, when he assi to them 
the position that had been so eagerly 
coveted as first in rank and precedence. 
Hence arose the Popedom. 

Without revelation to guide them, and 
with proud, ambitious, opinionative men 
to lead and govern them, the people 
rapidly sank into a state of heathenism ; 
so that by the middle of the sixth centuyy 
every principle of the primitive Chris- 
tianity was changed or corrupted,—the 
name alone ining as a remembrancer 
of what had once been. The faith that 


1 the founders of the system bad 
. Repentance gave place to penance ; 
adult immersion was superseded by infant 
sprinkling; confirmation was attended 
with many ceremonies, to which 
custom soon gave the force of direct 
commandments; rites were multiplied; 
the holy supper was accompanied with 
various in administering it; and 
to crown instead of a kind and 
watchful Priesthood to guide the people 
with fatherly care, a proud and imperious 
— ground them to the dust, 
trampled upon their most sacred rights, 
and ruled over them with a worse than 
physical tyranny—the tyranny of the 


Thus the power given to the great 
Enemy had accomplished its work: the 
was com With the atrug- 
those who strove to burst the 
tyrant shackles we have nothing to do at 


22 It is for us next to look at che 
subject philosophically. 


* 


(To be continued.) 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


I avail myself of the present o ity 
to give you an account of our doipgs in 


the first quarier of this year, 


Since I received the joyful information 
from you that the way was open for the 
ing of Israel, and you gave me 
instructions about the ings of our 
emigration, my attention has been ma- 
terially directed to that business, and to 
et as many of the Saints ready to go ont 
these countries this season as possible. 
| My Counsellors and the ministering Priest- 


embracing the — 
ith, who could ill submit to = 
their influence and honour for the self- : 
— | 
primitive simplicity of the doctrines they 
professed 0 thadh. And to strike the 
minds of the heathen with awe and rever- 
ence, rites and ceremonies were gradually N 
multiplied, which import- 
ant additions, changed the w pear- 
ance of the ordinances of the Church. It 
would be impossible in a short sketch like 
place, though a few may be | 
In the second a the sect called , 
— li | 
im a severe ne 
and this they called | 
seeking communion with Christ! Hence | 
originated hermits, monks, and nuns. | 
Baptism was attended with the signing of 
the cross, and milk and honey were given 
to the communicants, while sponsors were 
instituted to answer for those “cate- | 
chumens” who were considered worthy , 
— | 
The bishops in the third century aspired } 
to. higher authority r 
they had previously beld, those : 
presided over influential bishoprics enjoyed 
4 position commensurate with the im- 
portance of their charge. Rome, Antioch, 
2 
SCANDINAVIAN MISSION. 
Copenhagen, April 22, 1859. | 
President A. Calkin. 
Dear interest 
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hood in general have effectively assisted 


ing out the n 
ints themselves, 


measures. 
‘Even the i 


a com to 
go out in the fall, if you should deem it 
advisable and give us permission to do so. 


Through reports 
of the Mission, I am 


the 


to spread the truth. In the 
quarter there have been 168 baptised in 
mark, 56 in Sweden, and 38 in Nor- 
way; in all, 252. In the last- mentioned 
countries, the authorities, especially the 


from the various parts 
to say that the 
that the Lord has 


the ond progress of ta 
0 8 an 

work. But, to the Lord, their 

— — and are — 
seem er to promote om 

of cur Got by ctieting' wp the Elders to 


renewed efforts and giving them rich and 
valuable experience in the spiritual war- 
fare. The Saints also are thereby tested, 
and the good ones ed and con- 
firmed in their faith, while the faint-hearted, 
unfaithfal, and impure are dropping off 
like withered leaves. It is indeed a war- 
fare both against the visible and invisible 
powers of darkness; but I see clearly that 
the power and strength of “ Mormonism” 
is increasing. I therefore rejoice in the 
glorious work of the Lord; and my con- 
stant prayer is that I may have strength 
and ability to do my all part in such 
a way that I may have the approbation of 
the Lord and his servants. ° 
I am thankful to you for the and 
profitable days I spent in England, while 
there with my emigrants, wherein brother 
‘Wilhelmsen joins me. Please remember 
us to all associated with you. May 
the Lord bless you and your Counsellors, 
and the brethren in the Office, and the 
good English Saints. | 
With best love and from bro- 
thers Thomasson and Wilhelmsen, I remain 


| 


in their endeavours | i 


your faithful and humble brother in the 
Gospel Covenant, 


C. nOnd. 


ENGLAND.—NOTTINGHAM PASTORATE. 


Nottingham, May 4, 1859. 
President Calkin. 


prove in every 
good work that is laid before them, and are 
manifesting their zeal more and more to 
liberate themselves from Babylon, besides 
attending to all other duties are called 
upon to perform. President David John 
is labo with great wisdom among this 


to 
people, and 


callings. | 
well 
0 ts are very 
in both reading and writing. 

Our meetings are well attended by 
strangers in Nottingham and many of the 
country Branches. It is a pleasure to 
preach to them now, because they come 
to hear, and not to scoff, as they once did. 
— 
will stick by us, for they come with the spirit 
and understanding that there is a great 
work in connection with our ä 
in —— ident 
Aaron Nelson is labouring faithfully 
few exceptions, are one with him in carry- 
ing out — 
of salvation before the people. They have 
also a good attendance of friends at their 
chapels, who seem satisfied with what 
preached and acknowledge it to be 
and some are being baptised. 

A good young man would be a 
help to us in this Conference as Travelli 


Elder; as some of the Saints are very 
scattered and need to be visited more than 
they can be at the present. But we will 
do the best and all we can for their good, 
because they are a good people. The 
Saints in the Derby Conférence are doing 


much better than they were some 


| to Zion, have, many of them, as their means — 
f and circumstances would allow, lent a | 
helping hand — — made the | 
company at expected. 
: bringing over to you 355 souls, (224 
D 113 8 and 18 — — Br „— 1 improve a few 
| who now are on the great Atlantic with | moments to keep you advised of matters 
the English and Swiss Saints. May the | with us in this Pastorate. First, I will 
Lord give them a speedy and prosperous | say —ͤñ———ͤ—ä —— 
— ing the Nottingham Conference, 
has prainec he confidenc 0 
g he Saints, also of the brethren in the 
Priesthood, who are ever — to take 
: and observe his counsels act in 
| 
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ago. We are not ising many here | work and is stimulating the Saints on to 
just now; but I think we have a little | duty and diligence. I hope we shall be able 
of it to do soon. We have had to move | toreach the honest in heart this summer, in 
a few out of the way that were hindering | this and to add to our numbers such 
the work. There are some as Saints | as will be saved in the kingdom of God. 

‘in this Conference as any I know, who With kind love to you and — 
are livi Ottice, &c., 


ving their religion faithfully and | sellors, the brethren in the 
making every effort to gather to Zion I remain 
next year. Tours faithfully, 
President C. R. Jones is alive in the JoHN Cook. 


PASSING EVENTS. 


Generat.—The Anstrian commanders, according to official accounts published at 
Turin, concentrated their forces on the river Sesia, in the territory of Piedmont, on 
Monday, the 2nd of May. An official Austrian bulletin reports as follows:“ We have 
made demonstrations near Candia and Frasinetto: on our side we had 20 wounded: near 
Cornale we have thrown a bridge over the Po, have crossed the river, and have fortified 
the head of the bridge.” It also reports a deplorable accident on the railway near 
‘Verona: a train, filled with troops, came in collision with a number of ammunition 
waggons, some of which exploded: 23 men were killed and 124 wounded, belonging to the 17th 
bi — News from Australia report the occurrence of destructive fires in Ballarat and 
North Melbourne: in the latter place fifty houses were destroyed. From India we learn 
that Tantia Topee was captured on the 8th April: De Salis and Rich’s columns, by a 
combined movement, attacked the rebels in their flank and rear, and in one fight killed 500 
-of them, including many of their officers: the chiefs, however, managed to escape. 


MEMORABILIA. 


Smemitic anv Japnetio Lanauaces.—These are the languages of the people supposed 
to have descended from Shem and Japhet, sons of Noah. The Shemitic are the Chaldee, 
‘Syriac, Arabic, Hebrew, Samaritan, Ethiopic, and old Phonician. Le Japhetic are those 
of Europe and the north of Asia. 


Pourxr's Prrtan.—The ancient column known as Pompey’s Pillar stands about a 


quarter of a league from the southern gate of Alexandria, a city of Lower Egypt, and 
once its capital. It is 114 feet high. e base is one solid block of marble, 16 feet 
square; the shaft is one solid piece of red granite, 90 feet in length, and 9 feet in diameter; 
and the capital, which is Corinthian, is 9 feet high. A gigantic statue originally stood on 
the top, of which only a foot and ankle now remain. 

4 to the Roman mythology, Janus was the god that presided over 
* and avenues. He had two faces looking in opposite directions. He held a key in 

right hand and a rod in his left, to signify that he opened and ruled the year. He 
wn sometimes represented as bearing the number 300 in one hand, and the number 66 in 
the other, denoting the number of days in the year. He was at other times represented 
with four heads, and placed in a temple having four equal sides with a door and three 
windows in each side, thus symbolizing the four seasons and the twelve months over 
which he presided. 

Co1ossus.—This was a celebrated statue of Apollo, made of brass, and standing 105 
feet high, striding across the harbour at Rhodes, so that ships could sail between its legs. 
The top was accessible by means of winding steps. It was accounted as one of the 
‘seven wonders Of the world.” It was commenced 300 years B.C., ocompied 12 years in its 
‘erection, was partly destroyed by an earthquake 224 years B. C., remained in ruins for 894 
‘years, and in the year 672, A. D., was sold by the Saracens (who then possessed the island,) 
to a Jewish merchant, Who loaded 900 camels with the brass, the. value of which was 
equal to £90,000 of Knglish money, | 


— 


* 


| 
| 


